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Departs Auckland/Christchurch on 6 Nov 2016
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Date Destination

Sun, 6th November Depart Auckland/Christchurch for Melbourne. On arrival in Melbourne  we transfer to our accommodation in Lancefield. A Group 
Welcome Dinner this evening gives us an opportunity to meet our fellow travellers. (D)

Mon, 7th November 
Today we explore dramatic country landscape and discover wild flowers, continuing on to Tooborac Historic hotel for a Group 
Lunch. We continue through rugged bushland recently ravaged by bushfires and see the incredible recovery of flora. 
Group Dinner this evening at our accommodation. (B, L, D) 

Tue, 8th November 
 Today we travel to the beautiful historic goldmining town of Daylesford where we visit an ex Convent gallery, artesan  shops  
and the historic precinct. We drive on to the renowned Lambley Display Garden at Ascot where we will have a  Picnic Lunch in 
the garden. Returning via Hepburn mineral springs to our accommodation, we have a Group Dinner this evening. (B, L, D) 

Wed, 9th November

Our journey takes us north today to the Victorian Goldfields where we will discover the rich and diverse flora of the Iron bark & 
Box forest. Arriving in Bendigo we will see the impressive boom architecture of the Victorian Goldrush times. We will discover the 
National Trust listed streets and visit an important regional art gallery. On to another gold rush town, Castlemaine, we will see 
many fine high boom period homes including “Buda”, built by a Hungarian goldsmith and jeweller in the1850s. It is still intact 
with the original furnishings and Victorian garden. In the afternoon we will explore the many craft and antique shops  at leisure. 
Group Dinner this evening. (B, D)

Thu, 10th November 
The morning is free to wander in nearby Lancefield perhaps, or just relax. We go to Hanging Rock where we will have a Group 
Picnic Lunch and experience the local wildlife. On returning to our accommodation there will be time to relax before going to 
dinner in the nearby town of Kyneton. (B, L)

Fri, 11th November 
We will visit private gardens in the Macedon Ranges region and have a Group Picnic on the mountain. Later in the day we will 
enjoy an opera soirée in a private garden. On our way into Melbourne we will have a casual dinner at a hotel.
Accommodation at our 4 star hotel is for eight nights. (B, L)

Sat, 12th November Today we visit the Greenery Garden Centre then on to the sculpture gardens and modern art collection at the Heide Gallery. On 
return to our hotel the evening is free to wine and dine at leisure. (B)

Sun, 13th November  A full day is given to visiting the Melbourne Royal Botanic Gardens and the Australian Garden Annex at Cranbourne. We return 
via the South Yarra Royal Botanic Gardens and have a Group Dinner in our hotel. (B, D) 

Mon, 14th November Another wonderful day of garden visiting includes a visit to the Permaculture Garden and the Dicksonia Rare Plants nursery, two 
private gardens and the Alistair Clarke Rose Garden. The evening in Melbourne is free to do as you wish. (B, L)

Tue, 15th November Starting at the Kuranga Native Plant Garden Centre we go on to visit the well known Cloudehill Garden. The evening is again free 
for us to sample one of the many local restaurants. (B)

Wed, 16th November
The day starts with a visit to a mystery private garden before we travel through the bushland suburbs of Melbourne to the 
beautiful Yarra Ranges. After visiting the Alowyn Gardens we can indulge at the local chocolaterie and ice creamery!
The evening is free in Melbourne again. (B)

Thu, 17th November 
This morning we visit the grand Victorian mansion and gardens of Ripponlea with a guided tour of the house. We then go to 
Stonefields, the magnificent country garden of the well-known garden designer and writer Paul Bangay.
The evening is free in Melbourne again. (B)

Fri, 18th November After a free day to explore and shop in Melbourne we will have a Farewell Group Dinner in our hotel. (B, D)

Sat, 19th November We depart Melbourne for Auckland/Christchurch.

Hurry, tour numbers are limited. Register your interest today.

Full Package Inclusions
• Return economy airfares flying Air New Zealand from 

Christchurch and Auckland
• All airport departure taxes
• 13 days of wonderful touring in the Melbourne and hinterland 

regions
• Maximum 20 travellers
• 4 star accommodation
• 5 nights in Lancefield
• 8 nights in Melbourne
• Daily breakfasts
• 5 Group Lunches
• 7 Group Dinners including Welcome & Farewell Dinner
• Garden Notes from Stan Smith
• Garden visits and Entrance Fees

Tour Highlights
• Professional, knowledgeable and experienced tour leaders, 

Margaret Long and Stan Smith
• Itinerary personally researched by tour leaders
• Relaxed and friendly travelling
• Local cuisine experiences

Exclusions
• Pre and post tour extensions
• Meals other than those included  

in itinerary
• Passport and Visa fees
• Travel Insurance


